
IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR HUMANS, WILDLIFE AND NATURE

F A L L  2 0 1 1  I S S U E

WWW.ECOLIFEFOUNDATION.ORG



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
William Toone

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Steve Shultz 

President & CEO of Shultz Steel 

Tom Hanscom
Director of Public Relations &  

Communications at Sharp Healthcare

Nancy Linke-Patton
Senior Strategic Marketing Consultant

Jeff Jouett
CEO of Dolphin Quest

Fred Wollman

Eleanor Musick
Partner at Procopio,  

Cory Hargreaves & Savitch LLP

Ricardo Cervantes
Owner/Founder of La Monarca Bakeries

STAFF
Programs Director
Christine Andersen

candersen@ecolifefoundation.org

Director of Marketing & Development
Michelle Danks

mdanks@ecolifefoundation.org
 

Taryn Reynolds
treynolds@ecolifefoundation.org

PROGRAM SPECIALISTS
Mike Ready 

mready@ecolifefoundation.org

Alexis Chavez
achavez@ecolifefoundation.org 

Contributing Writers
Bill Toone, Michelle Danks, Christine Andersen

Contributing Photographers
Roy Toft, Alexis Chavez, Mike Ready

Covershot Photo Taken By
Mike Ready

Graphic Design
Kevin Swed

ECOLIFE Foundation
324 State Place | Escondido, CA 92029

760.740.1346 | www.ecolifefoundation.org 

The ECOLIFE Foundation is committed to preserving resources and 
protecting our environment. Our printed materials use 100% recycled 
paper with 100% post-consumer recycled content whenever possible. 

Stewardship Council, Chlorine Free Products Association, Sustainable 
Forestry Initiative and Programme for the Endorsement  

You can help us in our efforts to be “green” by passing along this 
publication, recycling and/or opting to receive an e-newsletter version 

instead. Please email admin@ecolifefoundation.org 
to specify your preferences and how you would like to receive 

information from our organization in the future. 

As we approach the end of 2011, it is only natural to look 

and dream of the year to come. We often get asked what 
exactly ECOLIFE Foundation does. The short and simple 
answer is we are working to improve the quality of life for 
humans, wildlife and nature. How does ECOLIFE Foundation 
accomplish this? Our approach is unique in that we implement 

sustainable humanitarian solutions to ecological issues. We aspire to be a leader 
in conservation and production of sustainable food, fuel and water in biologically 

parts of the globe in East Africa, and down to Central Mexico.
 
In Central Mexico more than 32,000 trees have been planted on more than 75 

been built so far.
 
Aquaponics have taken off in Uganda and the vegetables being produced are 
being sold into a cooperative providing food to the lodges that cater to gorilla 
trackers thereby helping to provide much need income for local families.
 

wood stove we installed last year. Plans are moving forward for more teacher 
housing, more rainwater harvesting and conservation education.
 
In the midst of this important international work – we cannot neglect the 

endangered commodities and our work on sustainable use of resources resonates 
here as well as anywhere else in the world. Our aquaponics system will continue 
to provide healthy greens for homeless children while conserving valuable water 
and land.
 
It takes a lot of planning and coordination to make all this come together, and a 
lot of that revolves around the desk of our Programs Director, Christine Andersen. 
She has the responsibility of grant writing, implementing and overseeing 
collaborations, day-to-day program management and more. Christine was the 

all we do.
 
ECOLIFE Foundation’s accomplishments in 2011 will now serve as the foundation 
for our dreams for 2012. Our stove and water programs will continue to be 

work will be complimented by producing tree friendly charcoal from agricultural 
waste to help protect watersheds and valuable habitats.
 

In addition to the animals and habitats we will also continue educating and 
improving the quality of life for some of the most impoverished people in the 
world.

Sincerely,

Executive Director, 
William Toone 

Letter from the Director
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Inside this issue

Letter from the Director of Marketing & Development

It is because of friends and supporters like you that ECOLIFE Foundation is able to continue its mission to protect wildlife and wild 
places, while improving the quality of life for the World’s most disadvantaged people by implementing sustainable humanitarian 
solutions to ecological issues. 

Help us reach our goals for 2012! 

 

 

My responsibilities here are vast and not without their challenges, especially in these harsh economic times, but I look forward to 
assisting with the growth of this organization. I welcome any feedback and suggestions from you as we move into the New Year! 

Together, we can improve the quality of life for humans, wildlife and nature. 

Sincerely, 
Michelle Danks
mdanks@ecolifefoundation.org

Connect with Us!
You can follow us on facebook and twitter to get the latest 
updates, event information, program progress, photos and more! 
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Program Spotlight
 
Monarch Butterflies &
Our Ejido Fuel-Wood Program – Central Mexico
By Bill Toone, Executive Director

This migratory generation of monarchs differs from the previous three to four generations that lived in the spring and summer, in 
that they do not mate and remain sexually inactive in a reproductive rest for most of their lives. This generation saves its energy, 
instead, for the long journey to Mexico. Facing the perils of winds, storms, early freezes, pesticides, herbicides, predation and loss 

mountains of central Mexico. The monarchs return to these mountains year after year, because the location has historically been 
ideal.

farmlands and the harvest of fuel-wood have all taken their toll on these forests and have greatly reduced the qualities that 

people in and around the forest are suffering from the damage and loss of habitat. In February 2010 storm waters raced down 

countless others lost homes and businesses.

The challenge of protecting the forest is large, but not insurmountable.  The trees have 
left the forest one at a time and with diligence they are being returned and with 
dedication and education they can be protected. The ECOLIFE Foundation is extremely 
proud to be part of bi-national collaborations that help us paint a holistic picture of 

Partnering with Cuatros Elementos, we have 
had 18 stove builders trained to build 
the Patsari stove. This stove uses 70% less 

simple chimney to take smoke out of the house has reduced respiratory disease by 

and watersheds and more than 3,000 people with a better quality of life.  

In our newest partnership with Alternare and The Monarch Fund, we can go several 
steps further and help to restore forests that have already been damaged.  Through 
education and training we are able to help support families to maintain or start 
nurseries to provide trees. Other families are planting trees and helping to monitor 
our progress. In 2011, the local communities planted 32,000 trees spanning an area 
of 75 acres.

with better law enforcement effectively dealing with illegal logging, better stoves 
reducing fuel use and tree cutting, tree planting can make a difference.

Our goal for 2012 is to build 500 more stoves and plant 50,000 trees. $1 can 

or more. Minor investments to reduce health related deaths of women and children, 
preserve and protect the forest trees and watershed as well as protecting millions of 

Our goal for 2012 
is to build 500 more 

stoves and plant 
50,000 trees.
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For sponsorship opportunities, 
please contact Michelle Danks at  
mdanks@ecolifefoundation.org 
or 760.740.1346. 
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Michelle Danks 
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News & Events

ECOLIFE Foundation Fundraiser a Huge Success!

Journey into Africa was the theme of this year’s annual fundraising event held at the home of our friends Rick & Kate Matheron. 
The event was a huge success attracting nearly 100 guests and raising just over $55,000! 

It is because of our donors and sponsors that ECOLIFE Foundation is able to continue its mission to protect wildlife and wild 
places, while improving the quality of life for the World’s most disadvantaged people by implementing sustainable humanitarian 
solutions to ecological issues. 

We sincerely thank you for your support and for helping us improve the quality of life for humans, wildlife and nature.  

ECOLIFE Foundation extends special 
thanks to our friends for supporting this 
year’s event.

Procopio, Cory, Hargreaves & Savitch, LLP 
Badger Controls
Bridget Cheslock 
Denise Stillinger 
Marty Benowitz  
Denise Schwartz 
Pam & Steve Fitch 
Doug & Libby Scott 
Steve Klinsky 
John Rowe 
Sycuan Casino 
Steve & Cathi Shultz 
Beads, Crystals & More 
Marsha Starr 
Richard & Kate Matheron 
Jack Berkman, Berkman PR 
Linda & Carl Shay 
Marty Perlman 
Phil Fischman & Valerie Okum 
Suzan & Richard Chavez 
Ann Krell 
Reinaldo Solares
Dan Reid & Sandi Joyce 
Trey Foshee 
Sheri Renalde -Epicurean Experience 
La Monarca Bakery 
Stone Brewing CO. 



Travel with ECOLIFE

Travel to Central Mexico
February 26 – March 4, 2012

highlands of Central Mexico. Travel with ECOLIFE Foundation to witness one of the 

riding, park entries to view millions upon millions of Monarchs in their winter haven 
and so much more.  

Cost is $2,750 per person (excludes airfare).  
A $750 tax-deductible deposit is required to reserve your space. 

Journey to Kenya
September 2 – September 14, 2012

A life changing adventure awaits you with this incredible 13 day Kenyan Safari! 
Zebras, giraffes, elephants, stunning birds and charismatic people all blending 
together into an adventure of a lifetime. Elegance, comfort and beautiful surprises 
intertwine throughout your visit. 

Cost is $11,500 per person (excludes international airfare).  
A $1,500 tax-deductible deposit is required to make your reservation. 

Visit our website at www.ecolifefoundation.org/travel-opportunities to view itineraries 
and register for one or both trips or call 760.740.1346 for additional information. 
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HOLIDAY GIVING
Consider making a donation to ECOLIFE Foundation this Holiday Season in honor of a loved one!  
We will send a personal note informing them of your gift! 

Gift Ideas:

PLANT A TREE ! 
 

GIVE THE GIFT OF HEALTH  
WHILE PRESERVING WILDLIFE & NATURE! 

Biosphere Reserve, for a family in Bwindi, Uganda the home of half the world’s population of Mountain 
Gorillas, or for teachers in Samburu, Kenya! 

SPONSOR AN ECOLIFE FOUNDATION PROJECT! 
$1,500 gifts and above will sponsor entire projects and 

Bwindi village, or a new rainwater collection system at 
Westgate Elementary School for Girls in Kenya! 

DONATING IS EASY! 
Your donation, big or small, will help ECOLIFE 
Foundation improve the quality of life for humans,  
wildlife and nature!

You can mail your gift in the enclosed 
envelope or you can donate online at  
www.ecolifefoundation.org/donate! 

Additional ways to support  
ECOLIFE Foundation:

MONTHLY DONATIONS – Making automatic monthly donations to support ECOLIFE Foundation all year long is 
simple and can be done right on our website!  

MATCHING GIFTS – check with your company about a matching gifts program and you could double your 
contribution to ECOLIFE Foundation. 

CORPORATE GIVING 
1% for the Planet?  If your company is a member, you can donate one percent of sales to 
our organization! Visit www.onepercentfortheplanet.org for more information. 

SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES – If you or your company are interested in learning more about our sponsorship 

of Marketing & Development at mdanks@ecolifefoundation.org or call 760.740.1346.

Philanthropy
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324 State Place, Escondido, CA 92029

Green Living
By Bill Toone, Executive Director

I was once asked, “what is the most important thing I can do at home and at work to conserve?” The answer is remarkably easy.  Take a moment to 
be thoughtful.  It is the simplest thing we can do and it is very effective.  To give you a frame of reference, remember that you are not the problem, 
we are the problem. It is our collective impact of a lot of little things that add up to a big problem. You can implement small changes in your life 
that will not reduce your quality of life or your workload that add up to make an enormous difference.
 
A wonderful example is the simple act of turning off water while you brush your teeth. If you brush for one minute (and you should) and allow the 
water to run, nearly a gallon of water is wasted. With 312 million people in the United States brushing their teeth twice a day you can see where 
more than 4 billion gallons of water per week would be wasted because we did not pause and think about where that water came from and what 
it took to get it to you. That is more than 12,275 acres of land or an area 1 mile wide and 361 miles long covered with a foot of water from 
brushing your teeth. 
 
While we are talking about water, you must also realize there is a real ripple effect (very bad pun?). Speaking only in terms of energy, in the 
state of California up to 3,200 KW hours of energy are spent on moving every acre-foot of water. This makes the delivery of water one of the 
most energetically expensive operations in the state. The rest of the country faces the same issue at one level or the other, but no matter where you 
live; saving water also translates to saving energy and natural spaces.  The energy saved reduces our need to import precious oil and build more 
infrastructures to transmit energy and move water.  
 
Finally, water is a critical but limited resource that is in extremely high demand.  It is part of just about every process you can think of from building 

 

we need locally grown food and we need water to grow our communities. A tiny step in conservation by friends sharing a resource helps everyone 

contribute in small ways to solving large problems. 
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